Notes on Male-Only Suffrage In Light of the Mitchell Circuit’s
Overture to the 2026 LCMS National Convention

Article VIII of the Constitution of Faith Lutheran Church says the following:

“The right of suffrage in congregational matters shall belong only to such male
members as are at least 21 years old and have been received into voting
membership in a previous congregational meeting and have signed the articles
of incorporation of this congregation in a book kept by the secretary for this
purpose.”

In doing this, our congregation maintains the historic position of the Missouri
Synod, held universally in the Synod from 1847 until 1969, and continued by
many Lutheran congregations in our local area, namely that only men ought to
vote in the voter’s assembly. This practice is not built on any intention to
demean women, or suggest that their input does not matter. As far as the
author of this document is concerned, no opinion on earth matters more than
my wife’s opinion. Rather, this practice is an application of what the word of
God teaches about exercising authority in the church. Consider the following
New Testament Bible passages, in which St. Paul directs the church how it
ought to operate.

1 Timothy 2:11-12: “11 Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. 12
And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to
be in silence.”

1 Corinthians 14:34-35: “34 Let your women keep silent in the churches, for
they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also
says. 35 And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands
at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church.”

The especially germane bible passage is 1 Timothy 2:12 cited above, where
Paul does not permit a woman to have authority over men in the church. In the
Missouri Synod from the beginning, the voter’s assembly has been viewed as
the authoritative decision making instrument of the congregation. Consider
how the model constitution for a Missouri Synod congregation defined the
voter’s assembly as, “the governing body of this congregation and shall be
empowered to administer and manage all its affairs.” In 1 Timothy 2:12, God
forbids women from exercising authority over men in the church, however it
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does not forbid women from being represented or having and expressing an
opinion. However, to vote is not to express an opinion or have a say, but it is
the final say. To vote is to exercise authority over the congregation. For this
reason, the Missouri Synod maintained universally for 122 years that voting in
the voter’s assembly was limited to male adult members of the congregation.

That this practice is based on what the Scriptures say, and not on tradition or
a desire to demean women, can be seen in the constitution of Faith Lutheran
church, where Article VIII forbidding women’s suffrage is called an
“unchangeable article.” Article XIV of our congregation’s constitution, titled,
“Unchangeable Articles, says this:

“Articles II, V, VIII, X, XI, and XIV of these Articles of Incorporation cannot be
altered or changed by amendment or repealed.”

The reason why the practice of male-only suffrage would be included in
unchangeable articles is that it is a practice based in the Scriptures
themselves. Neither pastors, nor voter’s assemblies, nor the Missouri Synod
has authority to alter, change, or repeal the word of God. It is for this purpose
that our circuit has passed an overture recommending that the Synod in
convention study this issue again with the prayer that we will as a whole
return to our historic practice.

Allow me to conclude with a plea that the men of our congregation do their
absolute best to represent well the women that God has blessed us with,
including our mothers, grandmothers, sisters, cousins, and wives. Most
especially we must work hard to represent women who have no male relatives
in the voter’s assembly. The men of our congregation must take special care to
seek out their opinions, ask them what they think, and then bring those
concerns to the voter’s assembly. Our congregation limits suffrage to men, yet
we never intend to limit representation to men. All are welcome to attend the
voter’s meeting, to make their opinions known publicly, or through private
conversation with elders or the pastor, to make their opinions known privately.
Furthermore, there can always be conversation about how to improve and
expand representation for those who desire to express their opinions. What we
must be careful never to do is change, alter, or repeal God’s word because it
seems out of date or unfair. God’s word does indeed say things that offend our
flesh. Lord have mercy on us! But it is the flesh that we must seek to drown in
our Baptism, and say with Peter, “Lord to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life?” (John 6:67).



